The Ministry of Health set up a panel to consider "Carcinogenic risks in food additives and pesticides" in 1959. Their Estimation of acceptable levels of tumour promoters human sensitivity. As the calculation for saccharin uses human data in part rather than animal it seems appropriate that a tenfold safety factor could be applied. With substances that are active only in high concentrations it is the toxic concentrations attained for any short period rather than the total dose that produces damage. These considerations illustrate the difficulties in calculating acceptable concentrations but I hope that they provide a possible approach to the problem.
